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RSLWA — JOHN McCOURT 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [6.33 pm]: Last weekend, I had the very real honour and privilege to 
represent the Premier and give a speech on his behalf at the annual congress for RSLWA. The highlight of the 
morning for those present was definitely a speech by the Governor, Hon Kim Beazley, AC. Speeches were also 
given by Mia Davies, MLA, Leader of the Opposition, and Hon Matt Keogh, MP—his first speech in his new 
capacity as the federal Minister for Veterans’ Affairs. Each of these speakers, including the chair of the RSLWA 
board who spoke as well, made a special point of singling out the outgoing CEO of RSLWA, Mr John McCourt, 
and the outstanding job he has done over the past six years in leading the organisation. Tonight, I want to recognise 
the contribution that John has made to RSLWA and to the wellbeing of veterans and their families over this time. 
John McCourt took up his appointment as CEO of RSLWA in August 2016 after 24 years of service in the Australian 
Defence Force. That was after a career he already had in business and media. As a member of the Royal Australian 
Air Force, John saw deployments to Iraq, Afghanistan and East Timor. John’s military service also included officer 
in charge of the Air Force Public Affairs Specialist Reserve; commander, joint information bureau for the search 
for Malaysia Airlines flight MH370; staff officer, headquarters joint operations command; communications adviser 
for the visit to Australia by US President Barack Obama; and specialist officer, ADF strategic commitments branch. 
In recognition of his service, John was awarded a Chief of Defence Force unit commendation for active service. John 
also has an MBA. He is a fellow of the Australian Institute of Management and a member of the Australian Institute 
of Company Directors. I believe he is a proud life member of Surf Life Saving WA and he is also a practising 
justice of the peace. It is fair to say that his life has been full but also, he has given much to the broader community 
during his life to date. 
I want to concentrate tonight on the outstanding job John has done as CEO of RSLWA. The most obvious legacy 
left by John is the development of the new Anzac House on St Georges Terrace. The building is impressive but 
what is even more impressive, and certainly more important when we consider veterans and their families, is the 
creation of Veteran Central. Members have heard me talk in this place before about Veteran Central and the program. 
Veteran Central is the centrepiece of the recent initiative central to the development of Anzac House and the concept 
of a veterans’ hub and virtual services that place veterans very much at the centre of service delivery. It uses many 
doors leading to the right service model. It is a one-stop shop model that provides medical, mental health, dental, 
counselling, wellbeing, legal, and financial support and a host of other services all in one place. Although there 
are many who worked hard to make this a reality, no doubt John McCourt, during his time as CEO, was the main 
driver of this. Much of the credit for the creation and success of this belongs to him. 
Since the election of the McGowan government in 2017, I have worked closely with John as part of RSLWA and 
the state government working together to get the best possible outcomes for our veterans. In my inaugural speech, 
I spoke about the importance of constantly improving the way we look after our veteran community and that there 
were some individuals extremely committed to this continual improvement. I used the line in my inaugural speech 
“incredible individuals doing extraordinary things for our veterans and their families” in reference to a small group 
of people that included John McCourt. John has not only overseen the day-to-day operations of RSLWA in his 
capacity as CEO. He has, as I mentioned, driven the construction of the new Anzac House. When we first met in 
2017, RSLWA did not even have the land that the building stands on and Veteran Central was simply a concept—
an exceptional one at that, but no more than an idea. John should be extremely proud of his time leading RSLWA. 
He should be extremely proud of the new Anzac House. He should be immensely proud of the now functioning 
Veteran Central model. He should reflect that his time as CEO has seen an enormous net benefit for RSL members 
and all veterans and their families in this state. I thank him for his service on behalf of all members of this chamber. 
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